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Dear Parents and Students,
Welcome to the Little Cypress Junior High Beginner Band Program.
We are excited to have you as part of our program this year. Parents, I
formally invite you to all of our performances this school year. Students, I
hope you are ready for a great year!
We are in the process of moving into the new band hall, and it is
incredible! We are looking forward to a GREAT year, and teaching you
something completely new… how to play your instrument! We are excited
and looking forward to working with you!
The purpose of this handbook is to clarify the expectations that go
with being in band. Please read the entire handbook, sign the form on the
last page, and return it to the band directors by Friday, August 31, 2018.
We can’t wait to work and grow with you. Let’s have a fantastic year!

Sincerely,

Dan Wilhelm
Dan Wilhelm
Director of Bands
Little Cypress Junior High School

Little Cypress Junior High Beginner Band
2018-19 Calendar


September 6, 2018 (Thursday) - Instrument Drive 4:30pm-6:30pm at LCJH
Band Hall



September 6, 2018 (Thursday) - Fall Fund Raiser begins



September 20, 2018 (Thursday) - Fall Fund Raiser ends



October 25, 2018 (Thursday) - Band Halloween Party



December 12-13, 2018 (Wednesday-Thursday) - Beginner Band Before School
Rehearsals 7:30am-8:30am.



December 13, 2018 (Thursday) - Christmas Concert @7pm at LCM HS
Auditorium



April 26, 2019 - Solo and Ensemble Contest at LCJH



May 8-9, 2019 (Wednesday-Thursday) - Beginner Band Before School
Rehearsals 7:30am-8:30am



May 9, 2019 (Thursday) - Spring Concert @7pm at LCM HS Auditorium



May 17, 2019 (Friday) - Band Field Trip to Splashtown!
*All dates subject to change
Please check LCMbands.com for the most up to date information

Rules/Expectations
Conduct:
The various bands within our program are ambassadors of the school, the district, and the
community. We expect band members to be aware of the need to conduct themselves properly.
Bands from LCM have always received the highest praise for their excellent manners and
conduct. We expect this tradition to continue!
1. Be in your seat ready for class when the tardy bell rings.
2. Bring ALL materials to class every day.
3. Be polite to other students and especially the band staff.

Grading Policy
Grading in band will depend on two categories, daily and major grades. Daily grades will consist
of your weekly participation, as well as any worksheets you are assigned. Your major grades
will be your playing tests and attendance at performances. An unexcused absence from a
concert may result in removal from the program.

Concert Attire
The dress for all concerts and contests will be “Sunday Best”. No jeans, t-shirts, tennis shoes,
etc. Boys should wear a collared shirt tucked in, with slacks (no jeans) and dress shoes. Girls
may wear a dress (within the confines of the school dress code) slacks or skirt with an
appropriate top, and dress shoes.
These guidelines are not meant to infringe on a students’ right to self-expression. They are
designed to maintain uniformity among the band members. Failure to comply with these
guidelines can result in a student being removed from the performance in question resulting in a
lower grade. All dress should comply with the student dress code, found in the LCJH Student
Handbook.

At-Home Practice
Consistent at-home practice is essential for a student to progress at an acceptable rate on his or
her instrument. Parents, encourage your child to adopt a routine to practice every day. Past
experience has shown us that students who are practicing and making noticeable progress on
their instrument are more likely to enjoy band than those who do not practice. Just as with
anything else that is worth learning, there are parts of learning an instrument that are not as fun
as others. Often, as the newness wears off, practicing becomes more “work”. When this
happens, please encourage your child to push through the difficult parts, and they will become
easier in time.

Concert Etiquette
Audience manners are based on a respect for performers and for other members in the
audience. They are expressions of courtesy. Unfortunately, young people in today’s society are
seldom exposed to formal concert situations and are often unaware of the standards of
appropriate behavior. When attending concerts throughout the year, LCJH band members will
be expected to display appropriate behavior while in the audience listening to their peers
perform.
By following these guidelines you can help us set the proper example for our students and will
make the concert more enjoyable for all.
1. Avoid entering or leaving the auditorium while a group is performing. If necessary,
move only between pieces while there is no groups performing.
2. Applause is welcomed, but whistling or cheering is inappropriate for a formal concert.
3. Talking is inappropriate during a performance. Young children who are talking or
crying should be escorted out of the performance area.
4. Attention should be directed to the performing group at all times.
5. Cell phones, texting devices and other electronics should be turned off. This can be
very distracting to the audience, and can ruin a band’s performance.
Please remember that you lead the entire audience by your example.

Instrument Policy/Supplies
All students, with the exception of those who play oboe, French horn, baritone, or tuba, will be
required to purchase their own instrument. Students with school issued instruments will be
required to purchase a mouthpiece. Since we do not charge students to use school issued
instruments, the student will be required to pay for any repairs above normal wear and tear.
Swicegood Music in Beaumont offers rental plans if you prefer not to buy an instrument. The
band will furnish music and folders for the students. Students must have their instrument in
working condition and they will be responsible for reeds, reed case, oil, sticks, or any other
supplies that pertain to their instrument. Supplies can be purchased from the band at a
discounted rate. There is a price list in the band hall for all supplies.
Beginning band members, except for percussionists, will also be required to purchase their
Essential Elements for Band Book 1. Percussionists will be required to purchase The Snare
Drummer’s Toolbox and The Mallet Player’s Toolbox. All percussionists will need to purchase
sticks, mallets and a stick bag and have those at class every day.

Band Travel
The Little Cypress Junior High Beginner Band represents the entire school, as well as the LCM
CISD. Students must be in good standing with the school in order to travel with the band. All
school rules still apply on field trips. When traveling with the band, students are expected to
follow all directions as set forth by the directors and chaperones. All adults are to be treated with
the utmost respect. Band members will always make every effort to be courteous and
respectful.

Suggested Instrument Brands
When you are selecting an instrument to rent or purchase, please be mindful that not all brands
are created equally. Listed below are brands and models that we suggest because they are
known to be both dependable and reputable.
Flute: Yamaha, Armstrong, Gemeinhardt, Artley, Jupiter
Clarinet: Selmer, Yamaha, Buffet (made out of wood, not plastic preferably)
Clarinet Mouthpiece: Vandoren 5RV

French Horn Mouthpiece: Holton MDC

Saxophone: Yamaha, Selmer, Conn, Jupiter

Saxophone Mouthpiece: Rousseau 4R

Trumpet: Bach, Yamaha, Selmer, Jupiter, King

Trumpet Mouthpiece: Bach 7c

Trombone: King, Selmer, Yamaha, Jupiter

Trombone/Baritone Mouthpiece: Bach 6 ½ AL

Tuba Mouthpiece: Conn Helleberg

Private Lessons
We are very fortunate at LCM to have a private lesson program. We offer teachers for every
band instrument and have some scholarships available. As a classroom teacher, it is impossible
to consistently instruct every student on a one-on-one basis. Private lessons, however, provide
your child with a weekly 30-minute instructional period with a professional teacher/performer on
their specialized instrument. This allows students to progress at their own pace with supervised
quality instruction. They are held on either Monday or Tuesday after school and will begin on
Monday September 10th. If you have a specific time you need for your child’s lesson, please turn
in the enrollment paperwork soon.

Instrument Cabinets
Students using an instrument cabinet are not to use personal key or combination locks.

Important Websites and Numbers






LCM Bands Website: http://LCMbands.com
LCJH Band Face Book Page: LCJH Band
Texas Music Educators Association: http://www.tmea.org
LCJH Band Hall: (409) 670-4621
Swicegood Music: (409) 833-8603

Interpretation of Policies and Regulations
This handbook has been prepared as a general guide to the operation of the Band Department
in the Little Cypress Mauriceville Schools. It must be understood that the students with whom
this department deals are all individuals. Therefore, it is necessary to understand that every
infraction is unique, and the Director of Bands has the authority to render all judgments
concerning any matter pertaining to the overall band program and its operation.

Student Information Sheet 2018-2019
Student Name:________________________________________________
Mailing Address:______________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Home Telephone:______________________________________________
Parent Name:_________________________________________________
Parent Email:_________________________________________________
Parent Cell Phone Number:______________________________________

I understand that the band handbook contains information that my student
and I may need during the school year and that all students will be held
accountable for their behavior and will be subject to the policies outlined in
the Little Cypress Junior High Beginner Band Handbook. If I have any
questions regarding this band handbook, I should direct those questions to
the Director of Bands.
Signature of Student___________________________________________
Signature of Parent/Guardian____________________________________

